
Reading with All 
Saints Benhilton 

Parents, carers, staff and children, welcome back to this edition of ‘Reading with All Saints Benhilton’. We hope 
you enjoy recommendations for books to read, teacher favourites, reading activities and much more! A new issue 
will be published every half term for all to enjoy!  

“Reading is a 

passport to 

countless ad-

ventures.” – 

Mary Pope Osbourne  

Jesus said, “Let the 
little children come to 
me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom 
of heaven belongs to 
such as these.” 
Matthew 19:14 

“Go and do likewise.” - Luke 10:37  

Early Years Recommendations 

Just One of Those Days by Jill Murphy— Everyone in the bear household wakes up 
late one morning. When Baby Bear gets to  Nursery, someone plays with his favour-
ite dinosaur AND drinks out of his favourite red  cup. Meanwhile, Mrs Bear has sat 
on her glasses and fallen asleep at her desk, and Mr Bear has spilled coffee all over 
some papers. 

 

Pirate Stew by Neil Gaiman-  Mum and Dad are going out for the evening and 
have booked a babysitter for the children. Yet, when the babysitter arrives, he 
turns out to be a huge, bearded pirate. 

As soon as Mum and Dad have left, a horde of other pirates arrive and decide to 
make something called Pirate Stew for the children’s dinner. However, the chil-
dren know if they eat the pirate stew, it will turn them into pirates. But will 
Mum and Dad be as wise? 

KS1 Recommendations (Year 1 & 2) 

Cally & Jimmy by Zoe Antoniades - Cally and Jimmy are twins but they could-
n’t be more different. Cally sits on the ‘top table’ in class and enjoys school. Jim-
my has problems sitting still and often gets into trouble. However, Cally and 
Jimmy agree that they don’t like the attention Mum is getting from Grant, the fix
-it man, so they hatch up a plan to keep them apart.  

Squishy McFluff: On with the Show by Pip Jones - Ava and 
her best friend Squishy McFluff, the invisible cat, are thrilled to hear that 
Bing’s Big Top Circus is in town. Ava and Squishy are supposed to be help-
ing Mum clear out the garden shed, and if they do a good job, Mum and 
Dad will take them to the circus in the evening. 

But when celebrity clown Hank Honk doesn’t turn up, Ava and squishy find 
themselves starring in the show rather than just watching it! 

Lower KS2 Recommendations (Year 3 & 4) 

Bunny vs Monkey by Jamie Smart– Bunny’s tranquil life in the woods is shattered with the arrival of Monkey, 
a loud, rude and thoroughly annoying megalomaniac. Monkey intends to rule as Supreme Emporer with a little 
help from genius inventor Skunky, whose wacky gadgets include a formidable Doomsday Device, designed to 
destroy everything of beauty, annihilate all happiness and bring misery to the woods. 

 

 

A day in the Life of a Poo, a Gnu and You by Mike Barfield - The inside story of brains, eyes, teeth, pim-
ples, farts, porcupines, Bactrian camels, komodo dragons, Japanese knotweed, lichen, clouds, clocks, 
Mars rovers, snowflakes and everything in between. Each topic gets its own page and is written in the 
form of first-person diaries, hilariously presented in strip cartoons. This book is fabulously informative 
and gives the reader the feeling of learning everything worth knowing. 



 

“Go and do likewise.” - Luke 10:37  

Upper KS2 recommendation (Year 5 & 6) 

Voyage of the Sparrowhawk by Natasha Farrant - It’s 1919, just after the end of the Great War. Ben 
and Lotti, two very different children whose lives have been changed forever by the war, set off for 
France aboard the barge Sparrowhawk. Ben’s father has dies and his brother is missing somewhere 
in France, while Lotti is on the run. 

When the sky falls by Phil Earle - It’s 1941, and 12-year old Joseph is sent from 
Yorkshire to stay with his grans’s friend, Mrs F, in the city. She’s a gruff, unfriendly 

woman and he’s an angry boy who feels totally abandoned.  

In the centre of the Blitz, the only thing Mrs F cares about is the rundown  zoo that she owns, 
particularly a huge silverback gorilla called Adonis. Adonis and Joseph take an immediate dis-
like to each other but over the course of the story, their bonds deepen to a remarkable relation-
ship. 

Teacher Recommendations  

Mr Owens 

My favourite children's book is The Hobbit or There and Back Again. Bilbo Baggins - a Hobbit - is whisked off on an 
adventure with Gandalf the Grey Wizard and a troop of dwarves on an extraordinary expedition to retrieve treasure 
from a Smaug the Dragon's hoard. Along the way they encounter trolls, goblins and a curious creature who lives in a 
deep, dark cave.  It's a book that I read many times as a child and it is a very entertaining adventure story. It's a tale 
of friendship, courage and love, with an element of mystery and intrigue.  

Reading in unusual places! 

Your challenge, this term is to read in the most unusual place you can think of! Take a 
picture an email it to: 

 
chestnut@allsaintsbenhilton.org.uk 

 

The top three entries will receive a prize at the end of Lent 
term. 

Good luck! 

Waterstones Book of the month 

Loki: A Bad God's Guide to Being Good by Louis Stowell (9+) - After one trick too many, 
Loki is banished to live on Earth as a "normal" school boy. Forbidden from using his AWE-
SOME godly powers, Loki must show moral improvement. As he records his lies THE 
TRUTH in his magical (judgemental) diary, it becomes clear Loki hasn't a clue how to tell 
good from evil, trust from tricks, or friends from enemies.  

 



Links to books 

Just One of Those Days by Jill Murphy— https://www.amazon.co.uk/Just-Those-Days-Jill-Murphy/
dp/1529021375 

Pirate Stew by Neil Gaiman— https://www.waterstones.com/book/pirate-stew/neil-gaiman/chris-
riddell/9781526614711 

Cally & Jimmy by Zoe Antoniades —https://www.amazon.co.uk/Cally-Jimmy-Trouble-Zoe-
Antoniades/dp/1839130083 

Squishy McFluff: On with the Show by Pip Jones - https://www.amazon.co.uk/Squishy-McFluff-Show-Invisible-
Cat/dp/0571350364 

Bunny vs Monkey by Jamie Smart– https://www.amazon.co.uk/Bunny-vs-Monkey-Jamie-Smart/dp/1788451775 

A day in the Life of a Poo, a Gnu and You by Mike Barfield - https://www.amazon.co.uk/Day-Life-Poo-Gnu-You/
dp/1780556462 

Voyage of the Sparrowhawk by Natasha Farrant - https://www.amazon.co.uk/Voyage-Sparrowhawk-Natasha-
Farrant/dp/0571348769 

When the sky falls by Phil Earle - https://www.amazon.co.uk/When-Sky-Falls-Phil-Earle/dp/1783449659 

The Hobbit or There and Back Again—https://www.amazon.co.uk/Hobbit-J-R-Tolkien/dp/0007458428 

Loki: A Bad God's Guide to Being Good by Louis Stowell - https://www.amazon.co.uk/Loki-Gods-Guide-Being-
Good/dp/1406399752 

 

 

 


